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P.10–11   PLAYING FAVORITES & LONG AND SHORT OF IMPROV
P.12–13   IMPROV EVERYWHERE & HIDDEN PICTURE
P.14   SHADOW PUPPET THEATRE & WORD SEARCH 

P.15   STORY BINGO 
P.16   MY STORY & AUTOGRAPH AREA

STEP RIGHT UP FOLKS!

STUDY GUIDE

To the Never Duplicated
Once in a Lifetime...

by Pollyanna Eyler, dramaturg

Patrick Livingston
Director

This is Patrick’s directorial debut, and he is thrilled to bring 
improvisation to young audiences. He came to improv in 2001 at 
Utah’s ComedySportz and has since used improv to train both actors 
and corporate employees. Patrick is still improv-ing most weekends 
at ComedySportz and in “Harvey & The Bird,” an hour-long musical 
improv show that he created with Julia Jolley where the story, music, 
and lyrics are all created in the moment in front of an audience. 
Acting credits include Gilbert in Betty Blue Eyes and Carl Hanratty 
in Catch Me If You Can (both at Hale Center Theater); Autolycus in 
The Winter’s Tale (BYU); Brian in A Day in the Death of Joe Egg (HAT; 
Broadway World Best Actor Nomination), and Dr. Shpigelsky in A 
Month in the Country (UVU). He co-wrote and starred in R.R.R.E.D. 
with Katie Thompson, which played in Los Angeles (Grove Theatre; 
LA Weekly Pick of the Week) and New York (New York Musical 
Theatre Festival). He is able to do this show because of the unending 
patience and support of his wife and kids, who are the reason that he 
does anything he does . . . do.

Zoe Taylor
Asst. Costume 
Designer

From Fort Worth, Texas, Zoe is a junior studying theatre arts with 
minors in English and international cinema studies. Recent credits 
include costume designer and wardrobe supervisor for BYU student 
films Socorro, Cookies in a Jar, and Boys Only Murder Club.

Rebeca Wallin
Managing Director

From Provo, Utah. Rebeca enjoys her work as managing director 
of Young Company and has fun with her husband, Joel, running a 
“Shakespeare for Kids” program during the summer at the Orem 
Library. She has three children who are growing up on Young 
Company theatre.

Mingxiao (Michelle) 
Wang
Scenic & Lighting 
Designer

From Yantai, China, Michelle is a senior studying theatre art studies, 
emphasizing in lighting and scenic design. Recent credits include 
assistant lighting designer for the American premiere of Chariots of 
Fire, lighting designer for Mask Club’s production of Hercules, master 
electrician for Spring Opera’s The Barber of Seville, and dresser 
for Charlotte’s Web, all at BYU. Michelle was first assigned only as 
lighting designer but later worked as one of the scenic and props 
designers as well. She was grateful for the help and support from her 
scenic and props professor, Rory Scanlon.
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A short-form improvisation, like those seen in the series  
Whose Line Is It Anyway?, is usually under 5 minutes and may 
be used as a warm-up game. The Glorious Story Emporium will 
be using long-form improvisation. Long-form is a single plot 
that lasts for the duration of a show, with a dynamic storyline 
that evolves based on suggestions from the audience. Either 
way, improvisation has taken the spotlight for a long time, 
dating back to as early as 391 BC!

READ MORE STORIES ABOUT THE CAST AND CREW AT
4THWALLDRAMATURGY.BYU.EDU

SIDE SHOW: 

THE LONG AND THE 
SHORT OF IMPROV

The cast of The Glorious Story Emporium will be playing 
out a story that the audience helps create.  

Here are favorite stories of the cast:

CENTER STAGE:  

PLAYING
FAVORITES

Harry Potter

Peter and the Starcatchers

Star Wars

The Snow Queen The Brave Little Tailor
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CENTER STAGE:  

THE HIDDEN PICTURE
LOST & FOUND

Help the cast of The Glorious Story Emporium find and unpack the props for 
their traveling show. Using your imagination and sharp eyes, you can discover 
at least 15 props hidden in this wagon . . . And you might even see some of 
them reappear on stage!

SIDE SHOW: 

IMPROV EVERYWHERE
Theatre History buffs debate about whether or not the characters from the 
Etruscan style of improvisation, known as Atellan farce (4th Century B.C.), 
were the inspiration for Italy’s style of comedy improv, Commedia dell’arte 
(16th and 17th Centuries). Recurring characters in both of these types of 
improvisational theatre include a fool, a romantic comedian, and a greedy 
villain. The United States also has a history of improvisation, beginning with 
actor Dudley Riggs in the Vaudeville era (20th century) and continuing 
on to today’s Second City improvisational actors in Chicago. Improv can 
be found on stage, in film, and on location, such as NYC-founded Improv 
Everywhere. Provo is also host to improv theatres, such as ComedySportz 
and ImprovBroadway. From this timeline we can see that one small step for 
Italian actors has become one giant leap for the entertainment of mankind.

READ MORE ABOUT LOCAL IMPROV AT 4THWALLDRAMATURGY.BYU.EDU



Ever find yourself searching for the right words? In long-form improvisation, 
the cast asks the audience to search for words to move the story along.  

You can find over 300 storytelling words in this word search. Can you find 
more than your neighbor?

CENTER STAGE:  

STORY BINGO

WORD SEARCH

Get involved and mark the square if the prop is used in the show The Glorious Story Emporium.

OS T R Y
coat/hat

rack

feather
duster

scrub
brush

royal
staff shoes

mask something
pink

spatulaFREE
SPACEcrutches

fabric rubber
chicken

vacuum
tube

These shadow puppets were illustrated by Henry Bursill in 1859.  
What other shadow puppets can you create?  

What story could you tell using shadow puppets?

VIEW MORE EXAMPLES OF SHADOW PUPPETS AT 4THWALLDRAMATURGY.BYU.EDU

SIDE SHOW: 

SHADOW PUPPET THEATRE
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CENTER STAGE:  

AUTOGRAPHS

STORY SPOTLIGHT: 

MY STORY
Write or draw the story you helped create in the show, The Glorious Story Emporium. 

Or, create your own story on the lines and in the picture frames below.

Beginning
Middle

End
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