BYU THEATER SEASON 2025-2026

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Join us in exploring the life and times of Charles Dickens
and the world and history of his classic novel.

READ ALONG WITH US

Great Expectations was originally published in weekly
installments in the magazine All the Year Round from
December 1860 - August 1861. We will likewise send portions
of the novel to you in our biweekly summer newlsetters.

CHAPTERS 34-39



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sRzkGRHjeylDUuH42147sPMKqnzNlxjH9exhsgXXXjU/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sRzkGRHjeylDUuH42147sPMKqnzNlxjH9exhsgXXXjU/edit?usp=drivesdk

WHAT THE DICKENS?

When Charles Dickens was 21, he planned to
audition for the London’s Covent Garden Theatre but
was kept home due to a cold. Instead, he took a job as a
newspaper reporter and editor and within three years
was a celebrated novelist. His interest in the stage
continued throughout his life; he performed in amateur
productions and was at various times a playwright,
director, producer, and librettist.

In spite of nuMmerous attempts, success as a
playwright eluded Dickens. Bob Taylor, curator of “Best
of Times: The Theater of Charles Dickens” at the New
York Public Library for the Performing Arts, wrote: “I
think he really needed the very broad canvas of a novel.
He needed to develop his characters, and he always
had intricate plots. | don't think he could compact it
into two or three hours on stage. It's so ironic that he
loved the theater so much and was such a great writer
but couldn’t get it together to write a good play.”

Despite Dickens’ struggle, other writers found his
novels perfect for dramatic adaptation. In fact, plays
based on Dickens' novels often showed up on stage
before the final chapters appeared in the serialized
form popular at the time.

These stage adaptations infuriated Dickens because
playwrights would invent endings and characters. To
add insult to injury, he got no money from the
productions.
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In the last decade of his life,
Dickens performed public readings
of his works himself, touring the
United States and United
Kingdom, reading and acting out
scenes to rave reviews. He was a
massive celebrity and a
consummate performer.

Dickens’ novels are extremely
theatrical, and we have a
tremendous opportunity to bring
Great Expectations to life in a
medium he loved so much.

Adapted from “Charles Dickens, man of the theater” by Tara
Burghart in the Los Angeles Times, Jan. 1, 2003



GREAT ADAPTATIONS

One recent stage adaptation of Great Expectations was in
the West End’s Vaudville Theatre in 2013. This show is set
entirely within Satis House, and emphasizes the Gothic
elements of the story. It was adapted by Jo Clifford and

A

Watch the show HERE.

What is your relationship with
money? Are you comfortable with
it? Do finances stress you out?
How are you influenced by the
way others use money?

CHAPTER & SCRIPT
ANNOTATION

Need to find the chapter that

matches your scene?

FIND IT HERE



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m0TL85l2jWd9wj7F9FnyndM5BS5K0-Zadync8WOIPwI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m0TL85l2jWd9wj7F9FnyndM5BS5K0-Zadync8WOIPwI/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://edu-digitaltheatreplus-com.byu.idm.oclc.org/content/productions/great-expectations-beckman-unicorn

